YOUTH OF THE PBINCE IMPEELAJD

The Prince's natural, generous, and charitable
character began to develop at this period and M.
Filon encouraged this tendency in his-disposition.
It was a customary habit to give him little sums of
money from time to time, which he put aside for
charity. Many instances of his kindness to the poor
are given, and I particularly recall this one. I
noticed him playing one day with his boy friends in
the private garden of the Tuileries, when he saw,
through the paling, a one-legged veteran in the
street. Immediately he hurried off for his savings,
and emptied all he had into the pocket of the old
soldier. Again, having heard, while at the court at
Oompiegne, that there was in the forest a very old
woman picking up dead wood for firing, and his
store of charity money being exhausted, he passed
round a box among the guests at the castle and soon
had a neat little sum for the aged wood-gatherer.
Every one was, of course, ready to give, and gold
pieces found their way into the box. While this col-
lection was going on, the Emperor and the Empress
entered the drawing-room. They gently stopped the
proceeding, explaining that guests should not be
asked to aid the host in his works of charity. The
child quickly saw the indelicacy of his action, re-
turned the alms and was fully consoled when his
parents gave him a much larger sum for his worthy
protegee.

I recall a striking example of the Prince Imper-
ial's courage and presence of mind, even when he
was a mere child. It happened, before the war, dur-
ing one of the sojourns at Biarritz. One October
day we embarked on the Chamois, intending to go to
Fontarabia, and to stop at Saint Jean de Luz on
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